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By John P., Newington, CT

Picture a newcomer stumbling up to a church
doorstep staring down at a torn and tattered
meeting schedule. He has been carrying this
directory around just in case he had a prob-
lem with using cocaine, or some other drug
or bottle. He’s sure this is the address but
there are no lights, no people, no recovery.
No help, no hope.

Another scenario: A newcomer walking
into a meeting, welcomed by a door greeter
who takes her up to the table to meet the
chairperson. On the table is a stack of books
and some literature. Of course, none of it is
CA World Service Conference approved.
The newcomer, bewildered, stares down at
a book on “Forgiving Yourself” and “The
Daily Prayer For Women” or “Fishing and
Spirituality,” a few bookmarks with Irish
prayers and a few pamphlets on the latest fad
psychological disorder.

Believe it or not both of these scenarios
have happened. Why? Plenty of reasons or
excuses, but one in particular comes into
this recovering addict’s mind: Perhaps these
groups had not realized the importance of
Tradition Seven, which states that “Every CA
group ought to be fully self-supporting,
declining outside contributions.”

In the first scenario, picture the basket at
the meeting being passed around a table of
a handful of CA members. Maybe a few
people thought they’d wait until next week
to toss a dollar into the basket. The process
repeats itself next week. The group loses
the ambition to spend anything on chips or
literature, deciding it’s just not worth buying
a few Storybooks, or a Big Book. So even-
tually the literature table is empty, and slowly
the spirit of fellowship empties out of the
once grateful-to-be-sober addict, and he or
she begins to stop supporting the meeting. So
fewer people show up and eventually the
two or three dedicated addicts who have
been holding the meeting together finally
give in to their beaten spirit of fellowship and
close the doors.

The second scenario shows what happens
when the 7th Tradition is ignored in favor of

what worked for one addict, who figured
it’ll be sure to help another! While the spirit
of what this addict is trying to do is noble,
the concept will eventually kill a meeting.
When a CA meeting loses its identity as a
CA meeting, personalities begin to take con-
trol. This leads to conflict, controversy and
chaos. Supporting CA means just that. There
is more than enough CA World Service Con-
ference approved literature to fill a table at
a meeting. A newcomer should be able to
choose from a full range of CA pamphlets,
and have the opportunity to purchase a Big
Book, a Storybook, a Twelve and Twelve or
a meeting directory.

As individual members of CA there is
plenty that we can do to practice the Seventh
Tradition. We can help by keeping that
literature table full. When we can afford it,
we can help by throwing an extra dollar in
the basket (try to remember just how much

each of us spent on our addiction when we
were using!). We can practice Tradition
Seven by voting as a group to pass extra
money in a treasury on to the next level of
service via a donation. Even showing up at
a meeting on a regular basis, or helping to
setup or clean up afterwards, all these
wonderful things show that you are fully
supporting Cocaine Anonymous. Even these
non-financial means of supporting the group
are a way of working the Seventh Tradition,
because it shows that you are willing to do
what it takes to keep you sober and keep the
fellowship and the doors of Cocaine Anony-
mous open to that newcomer. 

Let’s make sure that when that newcomer is
stumbling up to the door of a church with a torn
and tattered schedule in his pocket and a glim-
mer of hope in his heart that we will be there
to help him and to hug him when he finally
says: “My name is John and I’m an addict.”

By Jim N., Culver City, CA

One thing I’ve learned about the Twelve Traditions of Cocaine Anonymous is that they were
developed to prevent situations that, despite the best intentions of recovering alcoholics and
addicts, could threaten our Unity and destroy our fellowship. I never dreamed that by
helping to support our meeting financially I could be violating the Seventh Tradition, but
perhaps my story will help another addict who finds himself in a similar situation.

As I hope you know, the Seventh Tradition states that “Every CA group ought to be fully
self-supporting, declining outside contributions.” When I was the Treasurer of my regular
Monday night meeting there was a long period of time when Seventh Tradition donations
just weren’t enough to pay the rent (even after many passes of the basket). I kept telling
the group, week after week, that we were short, but to no avail. I thought I had no choice
but to make up the shortage out of my own pocket every month. Mind you, I couldn’t really
afford to do this. But I felt that since I had done what I could to collect from the meeting,
I had no choice but to make up the difference – I didn’t see any other way for the rent to
be paid in full. This went on for quite a while, and I began to get resentful at the whole room.
I didn’t tell the group that I was doing this, as I didn’t want to appear to be ‘blowing my
own horn’. In fact I didn’t tell anyone until my commitment was up, when I let the new
Treasurer know what to expect.

A few members with more time and experience than I had overheard me, and looked at
me like I was crazy. It was then lovingly explained to me that by not allowing the group
to be responsible for their own actions, I was actually imposing my own will on the
situation. Although my intentions were good, what I was doing was not in the best

Fully Self Supporting

Good Intentions

11continued on page: 4



CAWS Board of Trustees

Walter J., Chairperson/Atlantic South
Regional Trustee

Baton Rouge, LA

Susan T., WSO Trustee
West Hills, CA

Meredith A., World Service Trustee
Burbank, CA

Barbara B., Trustee at Large
New York, NY

Joe S., Pacific South Regional Trustee
Orange, CA

Andy W., Pacific North Regional Trustee
West Linn, OR

Steve A., Southwest Regional Trustee
Tempe, AZ

Scott S., Midwest Regional Trustee
West Allis, WI

Amy B., Atlantic North Regional Trustee
New York, NY

CAWSO Board of Directors

Scott S., Chairperson
Los Angeles, CA

Jeff S., Vice-Chairperson
Los Angeles, CA

Kevin M., Secretary
Los Angeles, CA

Mary H., Director
Culver City, CA

Steve E., Director
Culver City, CA

Susan T., Director/WSO Trustee
West Hills, CA

Meredith A., Director/World Service Trustee
Burbank, CA

Joe S., Director/Pacific South Regional Trustee
Orange, CA

Joy H./Treasurer
Los Angeles, CA

CAWSO Personnel

Mary K. Hukill
Office Manager

Joe Burleigh
Office Assistant

Daniella Schuster
Office Assistant

Ana Robles
Shipping Coordinator

NewsGram Staff

Steve E.
Editor

Mary K. Hukill
Co-Editor

“NewsGram” is a quarterly publication of the
World Service Office of Cocaine Anonymous. It is
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fellowship of Cocaine Anonymous. Any unauthorized
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to: NewsGram, c/o CAWSO, Inc., 3740 Overland

Avenue - Suite C, Los Angeles, CA 90034,
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The NewsGram is always looking for submissions! If you have ideas, cartoons, poems, stories or
any other recovery or service related material that you would like considered for publication in future
issues of the NewsGram, please forward with written permission and your original work to:
NewsGram Editor, c/o CAWSO, Inc., 3740 Overland Avenue - Suite C, Los Angeles, CA 90034.
Remember, we receive a lot of contributions, so your submission may not be selected, or at least
not right away. You may see it in an upcoming issue!
Name __________________________________ Phone Number ( )__________
Address ______________________________________________________________
City ________________________________ State________ Zip ______________
I herby give CAWSO, Inc., and NewsGram express permission to reprint my original work entitled:

____________________________________________________________________
in any future publication. I understand materials submitted may be edited for publication or may
not be used, at the discretion of the Editors. Original work cannot be returned. All future publi-
cation rights remain those of author.
Signature __________________________________________

Attention: CA Hotline Chairs

If your hotline number covers other area codes, please let the World Service Office know.
The other area codes will be added to your hotline number for referencing purposes in the
800 # computer. Please phone (310) 559-5833, Fax (310) 559-2554 or e-mail cawso@ca.org.

A Note from the WSO
Well, it’s off to Milwaukee for the 1999 World Service Convention. We at the Office are
getting ourselves ready for a fun-filled long weekend with many hundreds (thousands?)
of our friends. The hotel is something special according to the locals, and so far the weather
is looking good for the outdoor events. 

The Office is also working on making sure that everything is ready for the second annual
World Service Forum. A change in the usual format for the World Service Convention,
this Forum was added for the first time in Denver and (after a hiatus of one year) will
reappear at the Milwaukee Convention. The Forum is designed to give CA members an
opportunity to meet people from the different areas of World Service, learn a little about
the service structure and to ask any questions that might arise. And let’s not forget a
special acknowledgment to the CAWS ’99 Committee for a job well done. Already the
next Convention, Arizona 2000, is benefiting from the efforts of this Committee. 

The Office has embarked on numerous projects since last September, many of which
were suggested by Delegates to the Conference. Events related to service will take place
at the Convention and the members of the World Service Office Board will be in atten-
dance. All of the Conference Committees will meet at the Convention to continue the work
done throughout the year between Conferences. Members of the Office Board will be report-
ing at the Convention on the efforts made to comply with the requests from the Delegates. 

The principle for this edition of the Newsgram is Hope. More than “hope you have a
good time,” we here at the Office have Hope in our hearts that the work we do is of
benefit to the maximum number of addicts. 

The Board adopted a theme for this Newsgram, the Seventh Tradition which states:
“Every CA group ought to be fully self-supporting, declining outside contributions.” The
finances of CAWSO, Inc. are healthy today because of your help. The goals we set or antic-
ipated at the Conference in 1997 are generally being met. Our overriding goal is to be able
to meet a greater percentage of our expenses via the contributions made by the Fellow-
ship rather than relying on revenues from sales and the Convention. We are including a
number of suggestions to improve the collection of Seventh Tradition contributions at all
levels of the CA service structure. This Fellowship is ours. If we want to keep growing
both individually and collectively we must work towards improving the health, in all senses
of the word, of the Fellowship. While considering all of the Traditions, including the
Seventh, we try always to remember the first Tradition:

“Our common welfare should come first; personal recovery depends upon CA unity.”
We wish each and every one of our readers a serene and delightful summer and hope

(there’s that word again) to see you at a meeting or event soon.

In love and service,

The WSO
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

June 12th &13th, 1999
UNITY DAYS X1-OUR COMMON BOND
The Weston Plaza. 1350 Blue Lakes Blvd. N., Twin Falls,
Idaho 83301
For rooms reservations call hotel at 1-800-333-7829
Contacts: Rose J. (208) 734-5807 or Susan T. (208) 734-7242

July 2nd-5th, 1999
NEW YORK AREA SUMMER CONVENTION
Holiday Hills Conference Center, Pawling, New York
Contact: CANY Office (212) 929-7300

July 2nd-5th, 1999
13TH ANNUAL ARIZONA AREA CONVENTION
Embassy Suites Hotel, 2577 W. Greenway Rd. Phoenix, AZ
1-800-527-7715
Contacts: Randall O. (602) 951-6133, Audra F. (602) 203-3493
Early Registration 6/1/99 

July 16th-18th,1999
CELEBRATING 10 YEARS OF COCAINE ANONYMOUS IN
ARKANSAS
City Center Plaza Hotel. 617 S. Broadway, Little Rock,
Arkansas 72201
Contacts: Sonny M. (501) 955-2082 or Norith E. (501) 568-323

July 30th-August 1st, 1999
2ND ANNUAL ALBERTA AREA CONVENTION,
in Edmonton, Canada.
Contacts: Paulette F. (403) 456-4206 or Parcy O. (403) 435-9345.
Golf Championship Tournament.

August 13th-15th, 1999
13TH QUEBEC REGIONAL BILINGUAL CONVENTION OF CA
Institut d’hotellerie du Quebec at Montreal, Quebec, Canada
Contacts: Gaetane L. or Suzy L. (514) 527-0657

August 20th & 21st, 1999
2ND MONROE District Anniversary
Travelodge, 2102 Louisville Ave., Monroe, LA. (318) 325-5851
Contact: James L. or Shawn M. (318) 387-3481 or
Steve V. (318) 396-7235

August 27th - 29th, 1999 
3RD ANNUAL COCAINE ANONYMOUS OF THE
GREATER MO AREA–“Show Me Recovery”
Holiday Inn Select Downtown St. Louis, Missouri (800) 289-8338
Ask for “Show Me Recovery” for special rates.
Contacts: St. Louis: Allen B. (314) 582-1716,
Kansas City: Ellen U. 816-931-2077

September 9th - 12th, 1999 
BIG SUR - ENITY ’99
Central CA Area 
Ventana Campgrounds, Big Sur, CA 
Contacts: 800-357-1488 

September 10th-12th, 1999
CANOLA ’99
3rd Ever District Service Convention
Landmark Hotel New Orleans, LA. For reservations call 1-800-
277-7575. Room reservation cut-off date is August 15th, 1999
Contact: Cindy R. (504) 486-6712 or e-mail at no2caine@yahoo.com

September 30th-October 3rd, 1999
ROCKIES X CONVENTION.
Recovery in the Rockies.
The Yarrow Hotel, Park City, UTAH
Contacts: Debbie P. (801) 612-0375 or William H. (801) 269-9654
Web Site: www.caofutah.com

October 8th-10th, 1999
WASHINGTON STATE CA CONVENTION
Holiday Inn, Everett, WA. 1-800-465-4329

November 5th-7th, 1999
11th ANNUAL MIDWEST REGIONAL CONVENTION
Radisson Hotel Cleveland Southwest, 7230 Engle Road, Middle-
burg Heights, OH 44130. 1-800-333-3333.
Contacts: Terry B. (216) 231-1517, Denisse D. (216) 475-6035 or
Rick D. (216) 281-5504

If you are having a Regional, Area or District Cocaine Anony-
mous Event, please let us know. We can list your event in the
NewsGram. Submission deadline is 30 days prior to the publication
of each NewsGram. Publication dates are: February 1, May 1,
August 1, and November 1. We will publish up to a year in advance,
and continue the listing until the event. Submissions will be published
at the discretion of the editor and/or the World Service Office Board
of Directors.

Submissions should be made to:

ATTN: The NewsGram
c/o CAWSO, Inc.

3740 Overland Avenue – Suite C
Los Angeles, CA 90034-6337

(310) 559-2554 FAX 

May 27th-31st, 1999
GREATER THAN OURSELVES

15th Annual Cocaine Anonymous World Service Convention
Milwaukee Hilton: for reservations call (414) 271-7250 or (800) HILTONS.

Ask for CAWS ’99 Convention rate. Room reservation cut-off is May 2, 1999.
Contacts: Marty G. (414) 744-1546, Joanne G. (414) 524-7801 or Karmen K. (414) 545-0372



HELLO
By Joy H.

I was asked by the CAWSO Board to introduce myself to the fellowship as a new
Board member.
My name is Joy H. and I am the new CAWSO Board Treasurer.
I have been involved in CA service since 1989. I started my service in the San
Gabriel/Pomona Valley. I started out in Special Events, and moved my way up to Area
Treasurer. In August 1998, I was asked to submit my Resumé to the World Service Office.
Just so the fellowship knows, I have a Bachelor’s Degree in accounting and work as a
Bookkeeper. I will be 13 years sober in March. Service has been the one thing in my
sobriety that has been consistent and helped me to stay sober.
I thoroughly enjoyed meeting all of you at the Conference ’98 in Culver City, CA, and

I am looking forward for the opportunity of seeing you individually at the CAWS
’99 Milwaukee Convention.44

Honesty
By: Anonymous

Having truth in all you say,

hear, and do.

Omitting nothing.

Not even a little white lie.

Excepting truth so that growth

may follow.

Stemming from your

perfect soul.

T he truth, the whole truth, and

nothing but the truth.

You can’t do it alone. Ask your

Higher Power for the strength

and power to be honest with

yourself first, so that you may be

honest with your fellows.

By Scott S., Southern California

“… happy birthday to you, happy birthday
to you… KEEP COMING BACK!“
(APPLAUSE)
“Thank you very much. My name is Scott
and I am an addict.”

“HI SCOTT!! “
“I want to give my candle to a newcomer

tonight and hope that he will bring it back in
a year to take a cake with me…Whew…
another year. I have a lot to be grateful for
at this time in my sobriety, especially the fact
that CA was here for me when I came in.”

Those of us who have been around long
enough to celebrate a year (or years) of
sobriety know what a momentous occasion
these anniversaries are. Here in Southern
California we celebrate these dates as “sobri-
ety birthdays,” complete with cakes, can-
dles, singing and applause. I know that in
other areas the form of celebration differs,
but the occasions being celebrated are
equally important. 

I truly believe that if it wasn’t for CA I
wouldn’t have stayed around long enough to
get the message of recovery. That message
came to me from a group of people sitting
in a circle at a meeting on a Wednesday
night. They read some things, they
announced some other things (heck, I don’t
remember much of that time) and then began
talking - or sharing, as they called it.

The group was there because someone
brought a meeting format from L.A. with the
readings and then started a meeting. There
wasn’t much else in those days - money and
organization were both lacking. What got the

Fellowship from those humble beginnings to
now took a lot of effort, 12th Step work
and, yes, money. 

I bring up money because I have been
shown an additional way to give thanks to
CA each and every year I take a cake.
Every year now I send a check to Cocaine
Anonymous World Service for $1.00 mul-
tiplied by each year of sobriety. I was
taught that the celebration for each year’s
sobriety (after the first one) was for those
who followed; to show that it can be done.
In that vein (no pun intended) I want to
remember that the message is transmitted
in more ways than what I personally can
share in my 12th Step.

People are finding us through our Book,
our literature, our national hotline, our
NewsGram and the internet too. None of
this comes free, and if I accept that it is the
newcomer who is the lifeblood of this Fel-
lowship then it is necessary (or suggested
if you like) for me to financially support the
Fellowship’s efforts to reach that newcomer.
I found the suggestion (nope, this isn’t an
original idea) that I share my celebration
with the Fellowship with a “buck per year”
an idea that felt right. Next time you’re at
a CA convention or other gathering with a
“sobriety countdown”, take a minute to
imagine just how much money could be
raised if everyone attending were to make
such a birthday donation.

I want to thank all of you for my sobriety
today and hope that each of you will find it
in your hearts to give back to the Fellowship
what was so “freely” given to you.

Thank you for letting me share...

interest of the meeting. My actions had not
been an example of God’s will being
expressed through our group conscience.

It was explained to me that it was not my
responsibility to make up the difference so
that the rent would be met, and that perhaps
my ego had gotten the better of me, even
though I didn’t see it at the time. You see, if
I know that it’s not within my power, and
that it’s not my job, to keep anyone sober,
it’s also not my job to cover the rent for a
meeting. I have since figured out that what
I should have done was:

a) continue to let the meeting know what
the situation was (do the footwork); and
b) step back, and let things happen (stay
out of the results).
I still attend this meeting every Monday,

and I continue to learn about faith, trust and
staying out of God’s way on a daily basis.

continued from page: 1

Good Intentions…$1400 & Counting
Happy Birthday To Me – And Thank You, CA!



If you didn’t make 1990
Don’t Miss 2000 55

Relax in the Valley of the Sun
Celebrate Recovery and Join Us as We turn the Page to a

New Millennium

The CA World Service Convention will be held at
The Scottsdale Plaza Resort

• 40 beautifully landscaped acres
• Spanish Mediterranean architecture

• Five Sparkling Swimming Pools
• Three Spas

• Five Tennis Courts
• Excursion to Mystical Sedona

• Championship Golf Courses nearby

CA Comes of Age
Phoenix 2000

World Service Convention
May 25th-29th, 2000

Phoenix, Arizona

For Further Information Contact:
Randy G.: (480) 389-8842
Michael C.: (602) 274-7875
Diane D.: (602) 246-6843



A New Sense of Hope
By Steve E., Los Angeles, CA

I still remember my first CA meeting. I went because my best friend needed help, even
though I was pretty sure no Twelve Step program could help me. Spiritually, I felt dead
inside. It had been such a long time since I had felt any sense of hope. On the rare occa-
sions that I allowed my mind to dwell on my situation, I was convinced that I would drink
and use until I died a miserable death.

I don’t remember much of what was said at that first meeting. I do remember that I was
envious of the speaker because he had used so much more cocaine than I ever had. I also
remember that for the first time in my life I actually opened my mouth to say “My name
is Steve, and I’m an addict.” And when I said it, I knew it was the truth.

What I do remember most about that first meeting was that I heard people talking about
surrender. You see, for so long I had been putting every ounce of energy left in my body
into trying to convince everyone (including myself) that I was just fine, thank you. The truth
was that I hadn’t been anywhere near fine in a long, long time. But the people at this meet-
ing said that they had been as helpless and hopeless as I was, and that it was okay to admit
that I needed help. Even better, these people said that if I asked for help, they could share
with me the same solution that had worked for them. When I heard this message, a glim-
mer of hope was kindled inside of me. Three days later I went to another meeting, where
this flicker of hope was fanned again. As I continued to go to meetings and to take direc-

tion, this flicker of hope was fanned into a full-blown flame. Thanks to Cocaine
Anonymous, I have now been clean and sober for more than seven years. I have truly
been transformed from a Hopeless Dope Fiend into a Dopeless Hope Fiend!66

HOPE
By Rhona C., Orange County, CA

I have so much Hope for the future;
and with that Hope, I have Faith that
everything will be just wonderful as I
continue to work the Twelve Steps on a
daily basis. Life is good for me today
— One Day At A Time. 

UNITY CORNER

The Gift
By Roger H., Des Plaines, IL

I have been sober since January 1989. I
was fortunate enough to find recovery
through a treatment center. While I was
there, I was given the first gift on my
road to recovery. I was introduced to
the Twelve Steps of Cocaine Anony-
mous in that facility. The Steps have
laid the groundwork for all the other
miracles that have occurred in my life
since that time.

The next gift I was given was the
knowledge that my addiction is a disease,
and that so many of the things I had
done were done while I was in an altered
state. Next came the realization that I was
basically a good person. I was not the
useless junkie that I perceived myself
to be. Instead, I was just another mis-
guided soul trying to find my way
through the world.

The next gift I received was permission
to not be responsible for all the world’s
problems. I learned that I was not God.
I only had to worry about my own
thoughts and actions. What other people
did wasn’t my concern.

The miracles continued to explode
into my life. Today, my wife actually
treats me like a worthwhile human being
(and I work hard at behaving like one).
My relationship with my two sons is the
greatest joy in my heart on a daily basis.
I have a sense of serenity in my life that
I never thought possible.

All of these things are wonderful but
none of them compare with the greatest
gift of all. The Twelve Steps, the love of
the people in the fellowship, my sponsor
and sponsees all returned to me the
greatest gift of all.

They gave me “ME”.

By Susan T.,
San Fernando Valley, CA

When I first walked into the rooms of CA in
July of 1984 I had no hope of ever having a
life that did not include cocaine. I certainly
did not believe in a Higher Power and
didn’t think that anything could or would
change my life.

I had been using drugs for more than
twenty years and by this time I had lost
almost everything worthwhile in my life. I
hadn’t yet lost my children (at least physi-
cally), but that was just a matter of time, as
they say. HOPE was not something I could
count on.

What I heard in that first meeting changed
my life. These people had once been as
hopeless as I was, but said they had found a
solution. As I listened to people share what
had happened to them and how their lives
had changed, I began to feel the HOPE that
these people were talking about.

I actually thought that if this could work
for them, and if they didn’t have to do
cocaine in order to live and deal with life,
that there certainly was HOPE for me. So
I kept coming back to the meetings. I did
what others told me to do: It was sug-
gested that I get a sponsor, read the Big

Book, work the steps of the program and
try to cultivate a belief in a Higher Power,
a power greater than myself. I started to do
these things and soon my life started to
change. I got a part time job, my kids
wanted to actually be around me and my
family started to talk to me again. As time
went on I  got more involved in the
program, the meetings, and service work.
Carrying this same message of HOPE to
others became an important part of my
Primary Purpose.

I have stayed sober since I walked into my
first meeting back in 1984. HOPE is no
longer just a word; for me it has become a
reality. My life has changed in so many
ways. I have my family completely back, and
I have a career that I love (working in the
field of recovery). I have friends that are
always there for me no matter what, and I
have a relationship that is built on friendship,
trust and love.

I would not have any of these things if I
didn’t feel the HOPE in that first meeting.
That same sense of HOPE has been present
in every meeting that I attended since that
first day. 

There truly is HOPE in Cocaine Anony-
mous. I know that if I can stay sober you
can too.

How I Found Hope in the Rooms
of Cocaine Anonymous



Visit us in CyberSpace
The Cocaine Anonymous World Service Home Page is available at:

You can e-mail us at: cawso@ca.org

http://www.ca.org

H&I CORNER
CA in Texas Prisons

By Veronica S., Houston, TX

On August 17, 1997 a few curious mem-
bers of Cocaine Anonymous met in a small
room in Houston, Texas for the purpose of
revitalizing the Hospitals and Institutions
Committee of CA Texas Area Service.
They were not aware of the tremendous
need that this small band of inexperienced
trusted servants would have to face, but all
were willing and a committee was formed.
Being approached first by a department of
corrections with the exact statement,
“Where have you all been? We need you
badly,” we found ourselves with 23 meet-
ings by our first year anniversary as a
committee, 18 of which were prison meet-
ings. Since other Twelve Step programs
had been in the prison system years, we
were the new kids on the block.

Still, our small group armed with the
World Service H&I Guidelines met the
challenge and when the prisons extended
us invitations to their annual Twelve-Step
group anniversaries we arrived in large
numbers. Little did we know that on
November 14, 1998 our Texas Area Service
H&I Committee would be honored with
the offer to be the first ever to have our
own, stand-alone Cocaine Anonymous
Hospitals and Institutions Prison Anniver-
sary! It was held in Dayton, Texas. Forty-
five members of our Fellowship were in
attendance. We heard the stories of one
of our own H&I Chairpersons (Frank B.)
and were also given the special treat of
another Twelve Step group member’s
(“Fluffy”) story which touched both
inmates as well as others in attendance.
There is already talk of other units con-
sidering CA for their own stand-alone
prison anniversaries.

The Texas Area Service H&I Commit-
tee would like to take this opportunity to
thank the corrections department’s
Volunteers Program, Texas Area Service,
all the Groups in our area and the Cocaine
Anonymous World Services Office, who
have supported us and whose Hope, Faith
and Courage have made our H&I Com-
mittee what it is today.

Thanks for allowing us to be of service.
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Celebrate Around The World 2000
We need Artwork for “Celebrate around the World 2000”,

reflecting the theme:

“CA COMES OF AGE”
Send Shirt Shop Bids & Artwork no later than Aug. 15th, 1999.

Call: Rose Jones (208) 734-5807

ARTWORK

CAWS, Inc.
Board of Trustees
P.O. Box 492013
Los Angeles, CA 90049-8013

CAWSO, Inc.
Board of Directors
3740 Overland Avenue - Suite C
Los Angeles, CA 90034-6337

ATTN: NewsGram Editor
c/o CAWSO, Inc.
3740 Overland Avenue - Suite C
Los Angeles, CA 90034-6337

The NewsGram presents experiences and opinions of Cocaine Anonymous members. The opinions expressed herein are those of the
individual contributors and are not to be attributed to nor taken as an endorsement by either Cocaine Anonymous or the NewsGram.

Where to Write:

WHAT’S A NICKEL?

By Chris P., Tulsa, OK

The following illustration was presented at the

1995 C.A. World Service Conference

1) A nickel a day per group (estimated 1,950 groups)

x 365 days = $35,587.50 per year Seventh

Tradition.

2) A nickel per day per person (estimated 27,000

members) x 365 days = $492,750.00 per year

Seventh Tradition.

3) A nickel per day = $18.25 per year.  A nickel per

day = 182.5 cigarettes.

When you have a nickel, send it to us.

It does make a difference!



Subscribe to the NewsGram!
Subscriptions are now being accepted for the NewsGram. For the low, low price of $10.00 per year, you
can receive each copy of the NewsGram before your friends. Before your group. Before your neighbors.

Complete the form below, and send your check, money order, or credit card information, and worry no
more about finding a NewsGram!

I have enclosed my:

❑ Check ❑ Money Order ❑ MasterCard/Visa # __________________

Signature: ____________________________ Exp. Date ______ (required for all Credit Card orders)

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________

Street Address or P.O. Box: ____________________________________________________________

City: ____________________________________ State: __ Zip/Postal Code: __________________

Telephone Number: ( ____ ) ________ –____________________ Country: ____________________88

7th Tradition Donations
March and April 1999

Alaska
CA of AK $20.00

Arizona
CA of AZ / Tucson Intergroup $201.30
Coconuts $7.00
Sun Valley InterGroup $600.00

Arkansas
AACA $100.00

California
CA Central Valley Dist Serv Comm $54.30
CA Sisters in Sobriety at SOS 12 $15.00
CA of Santa Cruz $100.00
Cen Cal CA $206.00
Cen Cal CA Area Seaside Celebration 1999 $400.00
Coo-Coo After 1 Puff $200.00
End of the Line Fresno $50.00
Fresno Anonymous $30.00
Inland Empire CA $139.58
Long Beach Compton $236.32
Marin District Service Group $67.50
SGPVCA $236.31
South Central District CALA $812.00
The Truth The Light The Way $146.00
Westside Hollywood District $386.70

Colorado
Denver District-CA of Colorado $286.93
CA of Colorado Area $33.42
Dragon Den CA $20.00
Nirvana Group $45.00
CA of Colorado Southern District $71.90

Florida
CA Fort Myers $300.00

Georgia
Today Hope $70.00

Illinois
Freedom to Live $48.00
Illinois Area $900.00
N.W. Suburban District $693.03

Iowa
CA District 1 $50.00
CA Storybook Meeting $10.00
Stepping into Recovery $15.00

Missouri
Anonymous $10.00

Nebraska
Sunday Solid As A Rock $21.00
Monday Miracles $15.00
Monday Madness $3.30

Monday Early Start $10.50
Tuesday Steps To Victory $7.65
Wednesday Ladies Night Out $4.50
Wednesday H.O.W. $30.00
Thursday Scooters $11.40
Friday This Is How We Do It/Time/Not Alone $19.50
Saturday Boys To Men $6.00
Saturday End of the Line $12.00
Celebrate Around the World CA of NE $211.00

New Jersey
Hope Faith & Courage $50.00

New Mexico
Albuquerque Chapter Of CA $50.00
Santa Fe $75.00

New York
Last Straw $30.00
New Life At The Oaks $50.00
Sober Toast $30.00

CA of PA/NJ/DE
PA/NJ/DE $75.00

Tennessee
Nashville Area CA $100.00

Texas
Austin - All Saints $50.00
Texas Area Service $200.00
There’s Hope Without Dope $68.48

Utah
Utah Service Area CA CATW $350.00

Virginia
Put Down Drugs Pick Up Big Book $32.00
There is Hope $53.45

Washington
“Blade Runners/MT. Vernon, WA” $18.90
Hope Faith and Courage $20.00
The Last Straw $70.00

Wisconsin
A Vision For You $77.00
Meeting of the Century $15.00
UNCOLA’S $30.00

CANADA
Montreal Quebec La Nature Exacte CATW $333.00

Anonymous 
Birthday Donation $10.00
Birthday Donation $110.00
Birthday Donation $15.00
Birthday Donation $9.00


